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EDMUND KEAN 

Joseph Knight says that in a dozen or so of tragic 
characters, at the head of which stand Richard III, 
Shylock, Othello, Hamlet, Lear, and Sir Giles 
Overreach, Kean probably has never been equalled. 
In no new piece did he create an enduringly favor- 
able impression. For this, however, the conditions 
of dramatic authorship in his time may be held re- 
sponsible. Marvellous passion, impetuosity, sub- 
tlety, and force distinguished his greatest imper- 
sonations. Coleridge's declaration is well known, 
that "to see Kean act is like reading Shakespeare 
by flashes of lightning. " 







Edmund Kean, as Richard III 



